










        

 

Ministry of Education, Culture 

and Research of the Republic of Moldova 

        ORDER 

          ______________nr.______________ 

        mun. Chişinău 

Regarding the National Recommendations-framework for initiation and 

organisation of joint and double higher education study programmes 

In accordance with the provisions of art.92 and art.149, paragraph (2), of the Education 

Code no.152 / 2014 (Monitor of the Republic of Moldova, 2014, no.319-324, art.634), 

In accordance with the Action Plan of the Ministry, 

In order to modernize and connect the national education system to European values and 

standards, as well as to participate in building the European Higher Education Area in the Bologna 

Process, as well as to ensure the normative framework for organizing joint higher education 

programs, 

ORDER: 

1. To approve the Recommendations for organisation of double and joint higher education 

study programmes (attached). 

2. Management of higher education institutions: 

a) will analyze the possibilities of the higher education institution to organize joint higher 

education programs; 

b) will inform the institutional structures responsible for the provisions of the 

Recommendations-framework; 

c) will implement institutional strategies regarding the initiation and organization of joint 

higher education study programmes 

3. The Higher Education Policy Directorate will monitor the implementation of the 

Recommendations-framework by higher education institutions. 

 

Minister 

 

Igor ŞAROV 



Annex to the order rtr._ 898_of _26 August 2020 

 

NATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS-FRAMEWORK FOR INITIATION AND 

ORGANISATION OF JOINT AND DOUBLE HIGHER EDUCATION STUDY 

PROGRAMMES 

I.I. General dispositions 

1. National Recommendations-framework for initiation and organisation of joint and 

double higher education study programmes (hereinafter Recommendations-framework) 

establish the normative framework, which regulates the initiation and organization of joint 

higher education programs in the Republic of Moldova and were developed within the 

ERASMUS+ ELEVATE project: 573921- EPP-1-2016-1-MD-EPPKA2-CBHE-SP 

"Elevating the internationalization of higher education in Moldova".  

2. Notions used  

Joint study program - study program offered jointly by different higher education 

institutions, which may lead to the obtaining of double or multiple qualifications and diplomas 

or a common diploma; 

Double / multiple diplomas - separate study diplomas awarded by higher education 

institutions, which offer the joint program and which certify its successful completion ; 

Joint Digree - a unique study document awarded by higher education institutions, which 

offers the joint program and recognized at national level as its successful completion. 

3. Legal framework 

Recommendations-framework are developed on the basis: 

a) Education Code no. 152 of July 17, 2014; 

b) The nomenclature of professional training fields and specialties in higher 

education, Government Decision no. 482/2017; 

c) Recommendations European Approach for Quality Assurance of 

Joint programs, approved by EHEA, 2015; 

d) European Transferable Credit System / ECTS User Guide, 2015. 

e) The methodology of external quality assessment in order to 

authorize the provisional operation and accreditation of study programs and 

institutions of technical, higher and continuing vocational education and the 

Regulation for calculating fees for services provided in the external evaluation of 

study programs and technical, higher and continuing vocational education 

institutions, approved by GD 616/2015. 

 



 

II. Organizing joint higher education study programs 

4. Joint higher education study programs may be organized as: 

a) joint higher education study programs initiated and supported by two or more higher 

education institutions in the Republic of Moldova and abroad, in compliance with each state 

participating in the program; 

b) joint higher education study programs within the university extensions, branches, with 

the observance of the respective states. 

5. The initiation and functioning of university extensions, branches and joint higher 

education programs shall be carried out in accordance with each participating State. 

6. Joint higher education study programs can be organized within the three cycles of 

higher education: 

a) for bachelor's degree programs (cycle I); 

b) for master's degree programs (cycle II); 

c) for doctoral higher education programs (cycle III). 

III. Eligibility of the joint higher education study program and its organization 

requirements 

7. Joint higher education study programs must be carried out for a specialty / study 

program recognized / authorized provisionally or accredited according to the legislation of the 

partner states, so that it can be completed by awarding the respective qualification / diploma. 

8. The Curriculum of the respective specialty / study program is approved by the higher 

education institutions of both states and is approved according to their legislation. 

9. A joint higher education study program assumes that: 

a) the member institutions participating in joint higher education programs are provisionally 

authorized or accredited for the organization of the respective study programs in the country of origin; 

b) each member of the consortium within the joint higher education study program has the 

permission of the national authorities empowered for this purpose to organize the joint higher 

education program; 

c) the students from each institution participating in the joint higher education program carry 

out a period of studies in the partner institutions, but not necessarily in all the institutions participating 

in the joint program; 

d) the period of students' stay at the partner institutions or organizations of the higher education 

institution constitutes a substantial part of the joint dergee program; 

e) the study periods and exams passed at the partner institutions are fully and automatically 

recognized, in accordance with the law; 



 

 

f) the scientific-didactic staff from the institutions participating in the program will jointly 

contribute to the development and realization of the study program. 

IV. Initiation of the joint higher education study program  

10. Higher Education Institutions of the Republic of Moldova involved in joint higher 

education study programs will request the approval of the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Research for their organization. 

11. In order to initiate a joint higher education study program, the institution of Education 

must apply to the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research at least six months before the start 

of the academic year.  

12. The application shall include information on the compliance of the joint higher education 

study program, and the Higher Education concerned show proof that they are authorized 

temporarily or accredited in the country of origin or have authorization / accreditation of the study 

program, have an agreement to create the consortium / partnership, and each member of the 

consortium / partnership has the permission of the national authorities empowered for this purpose 

to organize the joint higher education study program.  

13. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Research verifies the set of documents presented 

for the initiation of the joint higher education program and the cooperation agreement within the 

joint higher education program.  

14. If the higher education institution participating in the joint higher education study program, 

has the set of documents according to the requirements, the Ministry grants to the educational 

institution the right to organize the common higher education program. 

V. Cooperation agreement in joint higher education study programs 

17. The organization of a common program of higher education is done in under a 

cooperation agreement, in which the following will be established: 

a) the legal part of the joint organization of higher education, including the conditions 

and procedure for admitting students, organizing the study process in different educational 

institutions, assessing and determining compliance in the case of different assessment 

systems, accounting for previous studies and work experience, exclusion, graduation, 

qualification and issuance of a graduation document; 

b) language of instruction (languages of instruction - learning - assessment); 

c) the common quality assurance process, including the procedure for elaborating the 

curriculum and the external quality assessment, 



d) the rights and obligations of students and academics, the counseling and support 

systems related to the study and teaching in different educational institutions and the dispute 

resolution procedure; 

e) in case of a study fee, the conditions and the procedure for establishing them; 

f) the sharing of responsibilities between higher education institutions participating in 

the joint higher education study program, including the name of the national educational 

institution, which are the parties to the joint cooperation agreement in the joint higher 

education study program; 

g) the conditions and the procedure for modifying the study program of the joint study 

program / curriculum; 

h) the conditions and procedure for financing studies and related organizational 

activities, including the conditions and procedure for financing part of the studies carried out 

in an educational institution of a foreign state; 

i) the conditions and procedure for further studies, if a party renounces a cooperation 

agreement in a joint study program, is significantly modified; 

j) the conditions and the procedure for terminating the joint cooperation agreement in 

the joint higher education study program, including the responsibilities of the higher education 

institutions in ensuring the continuation of the students' studies. 

VI. Ensuring the quality of joint higher education study rograms 

18. External quality assessment for accreditation is subject to joint higher education study 

programs within consortia / partnerships created by educational institutions in the country and 

abroad, subsidiaries of educational institutions in the country or abroad, consortia created by 

education with the organizations of research, development, innovation or artistic creation, as well 

as of other associations of the educational institutions with the status of legal entity, which 

operate on the territory of the Republic of Moldova, according to the legislation in force. 

19. Higher education institutions participating in joint higher education programs may 

select, for their accreditation, by mutual agreement, a quality assurance agency registered in the 

European Register of Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (EQAR). 

20. The process of external quality assessment in order to accredit the joint higher 

education study program will be carried out according to the procedures mentioned in 

compartments B and C of the European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint programs, 

approved by EHEA, 2015. 

VII. Qualifications and diplomas 



21. The common qualification is awarded and the diploma is issued in one of the following 

formulas: 

a. a common diploma in addition to one or more national diplomas; 

b. a common diploma issued by the institutions offering the joint higher education 

study program without the issuance of the national diploma; 

c. one or more officially issued national diplomas and a certificate attesting the 

jointly awarded qualification. 

22. Joint diplomas and certificates are completed in the languages of communication 

established within the consortium / partnership and in English. 

23. Diploma supplements will specify in detail the periods of mobility completed by students 

within the partner institutions. 
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